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NYSAA Pre-Game Tribute to Honor  
NBA Legend Kobe Bryant and All Those Lost in Sunday's 

Tragedy    

On Sunday afternoon the world was rocked by the news of the tragic loss of nine 
passengers in a helicopter crash that included NBA legend Kobe Bryant. As the 
world mourns the loss of an icon we want to join in unity to reflect on how 
precious life is and how everyday is a gift. We are connected through the love of 
basketball, and many of us have been influenced by Kobe Bryant and his work 
effort. He made it clear that he worked each and every day to be perfect, and to 
maintain his legacy, we can all work hard every day in an effort to achieve 
greatness.  

In tribute to the nine lives lost, and in recognition of the career of one the greatest 
to ever play the game of basketball, as the Commissioner of the League, I am 
asking the following: 

1. In all games scheduled from Monday, February 3rd to Saturday, February 
8th, we observe a moment of silence for the nine lives lost, followed by a 
twenty-four (24) second run off the game clock to honor Kobe Bryant’s 
legendary career.  

2. As a gesture of unity between both schools, these moments can be used to 
join together at center court.  

3. Please take and share photos/video from each game. When doing so on 
social media, please be sure to use the hashtags: #blackmamba 
#nysaa_basketball, and tag the league page on Instagram at 
@nysaa_basketball. 

Please take a few moments to speak the coach and refs before the game and 
explain what will happen after warm-ups.  

Please take this moment to show why our league and our students are special in 
united effort to honor not only a great person but great human being. 
#blackmamba 

Dwayne Cumberbatch  
NYSAA Commissioner  
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